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LORD PORTLESTER'S CHAPEL, 

ST. AUI> ICON'S CHURCH DUBLIN. 

There is, perhaps, no ancient city of present import- 
ance in the British Islands, that has preserved so few an- 
cient architectural remains, as our own metropolis. Of 
modern ruins we have, alas, but too many — but of ancient 
ones, such as the mind could take pleasure in surveying, 
there is almost none : there is not even a simrle house re- 
maining-, erected previous to the la tf t century, and with 
the exception of our venerable Cathedrals, we have no one 
important architectural characteristic of an ancient city, 
and no ecclesiastical ruin of any kind, except the little 
chapel which is the subject of our prefixed illustration. 

This ruin, which is scarcely known even to most of our 
fellow citizens, constitutes a portion of the ancient church 
of St. Audeon's parish, which was once the most wealthy 
and respectable within the city. The date of the original 
foundation of this church, is unknown — it certainly exist- 
ed previous to the arrival of the English, and was appro- 
priated to the treasurer of the Cathedral of St. Patrick, by 
Archbishop Henry de Loundres, in 1213, and in 1467 
erected into a distinct prebendary. The present church, 
however, has no chain to such remote antiquity, as it exhibits 
the architectural peculiarities of the 14th and 15th centuries. 
It originally consisted of a double aisle, separated by six 
massive octagonal columns, supporting gothic or pointed 
arches ; but the present church only occupies a fourth of 
the original edifice, the remainder being, as represented 
in our engraving, in complete ruin. 

This parish church was eminently distinguished for its 
ancient monumental remains, few of which, however, have 
survived. Amongst these, one particularly deserving of 
attention lies near the east end of the south aisle. It is a 
handsome table monument, of black marble, bearing the 
recumbent effigies of a knight in armour, and his lady, j 
and is still remarkably perfect. ' 



This tomb was erected in the year 145.5, by a remark- 
aide character of his time, Sir Roland Fitz-Eustace, ba- 
ron Portlester, in the County of Kildare, Ht; succes- 
sively filled the important offices of Deputy, under the 
Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland, of George, Duke of Cla- 
rence, the brother of Edward the Fourth — then of Lord 
Chancellor — and lastly, High Treasurer of the Kingdom, 
which place he held for no less a period than 38 years. 
He was enobled under the title of Baron of Portlester, 
by Edward the Fourth, in 1462 ; but after all this accumu- 
lation of honours, he ultimately experienced the vicissi- 
tudes of human life, having before his death been removed 
from the treasurership, and subjected to many troubles and 
afflictions. He died in the year 1496, and was interred in 
the Franciscan Abbey Church of New Abbey, in the 
county of Kildare, which he had himself founded, and in 
which there is a similar monument to his memory, and that 
of his lady, the daughter of Jenico d'Artois. 

The tomb in St. Audeon's Church bears on the margin 
the following inscription in the black letter or gothic 
character : 

" ®rzU pro amma ilolantif £it\ (fustarp ire 
IDovtloster, qui ijtmr brum Zibt rajjcthtm fcrtftt, tn 
Donorcm foeate ^Tartar 2?fi*(j;fnt5, rtiam pro arum a 
ftlargarttae uyorfe Suae, tt pro antmawtis omnium 
fitrcltum tocfunrtovuin." 

The steeple of this church was rebuilt iu 1670, the ter- 
mer one having been blown down in 1668. 

The history of the Eustace family is of considerable 
interest and shall be siiven in a future number. 

P. 



